INTRODUCTION
Due to the outbreak of bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) in the late 20 th Century, EU sanitary regulations mandated the removal of livestock carcasses from the field leading to a reduction in resources for avian scavengers (Tella 2001 , Olea & Mateo-Tomás 2009 , Donázar et al. 2009 , Margalida et al. 2010 . Consequently, livestock carcasses came to be exclusively disposed of and concentrated in a few intensive feeding stations with a high predictability of food, both in space and time. This led to important negative consequences at the population and guild levels, mainly derived from the monopolization of the resource by dominant species (Cortés-Avizanda et al. 2012) .
New European regulations acknowledge the ecological flaws in this approach, and progressively, have allowed farmers to dispose of livestock by-products at their farms without the prior collection and without the need for transportation of the carcasses, resembling the dumping sites traditionally found in long-established agro-grazing systems and the natural occurrence of carcasses of wild ungulates and extensive livestock (Donázar et al. 2009 , Margalida et al. 2012 . Given the irregular mortality dynamics of livestock on small farms,
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RESULTS
We recorded ten scavenger species (Supplementary Online Table S1 ). Griffon Vultures were present at all of the monitored carcasses (100%, n=25); up to 48 individuals were recorded
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simultaneously in a single photo. Egyptian Vultures visited 14(56%) of the carcasses, with a maximum of two individuals (Table S1) dominants having a significant value as a negative predictor for both dependent variables (Table 1) .
DISCUSSION
These results evidence the importance of the period of the year in the community of feeding 
2004, Cortés-Avizanda et al. 2010)
. These concentrations were never observed at our experiemental site during the study period. Additionally, although the study methodologies
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This article is protected by copyright. All rights reserved. It can be argued that our results may be influenced by local conditions. No other experimental feeding station exists in the region, so the study was necessarily restrained to a single location. For this reason, the relative abundance of small facultative scavengers in the vicinity of the study location may have influenced the probability of their presence (Brown 1984 ). This would not be true, however, for large specialists like Egyptian Vultures, capable of traveling tens of kilometers to visit feeding places (García-Heras et al 2013 , López-López et al. 2014 and, above all, Griffons, whose home range can cover hundreds of square kilometers (Monsarrat et al. 2013) . In other words, the abundance of large and medium-sized vultures is probably independent from the location of the experimental within the region.
Thus, we are confident of our findings.
In summary, our study demonstrates that small feeding stations where the supply of food is temporally unpredictable may counteract some negative effects derived from monopolization by dominant species found in more intensive feeding sites where resources are more predictable. Nevertheless, their management should be adapted to local conditions.
In the case of Egyptian Vultures, networks of feeding places should be designed to maximize the number of territories that potentially would benefit. Plastic rings and individual plumage features allowed us to determine that all the Egyptian Vultures visiting the experimental station belonged to three territories situated within a radius of 15 km, an expected result given that the probability of visits decays with distance (Carrete et al. 2006 , García-Heras et al. 2013 . At a larger ecological scale, it must be not forgotten that Egyptian Vultures and other scavengers feed heavily on the carcasses of small vertebrates (Donázar et al. 2010) and that supplementary feeding is not likely to replace the availability of these wild prey items because of the need for different qualitative requirements. As a whole, the maintenance of landscape biodiversity with rich vertebrate communities and extensive livestock exploitations must be prioritized (Carrete et al. 2007 ).
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